
The quiz should be played after the students have watched
the clip “The History of the European Union”. The video
plays for 4 mins 23 secs. There is a link to the quiz on-screen
as well as a paper version downloadable from the CD Rom.
On-screen, the true/false questions will appear for 15
seconds followed by the answer and a brief explanation will
then appear. (You will have the opportunity to fast-forward
if the students know the answer before that.) It is
recommended that students think about an explanation for
any answers they think are false. Before the quiz, explain
that some of the questions were not covered by the
information in the clip, so they will have to use any prior
knowledge they might have.

Extension: Question 7: “Everyone in the UK agreed that it
was a good thing to join the EEC.” Use this question as the
starting point for a brainstorming/discussion activity. In pairs
or groups, students list as many arguments as they can in
support of, and against, membership of the EU. This will help
you assess the students' understanding of what the EU is.
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History of the EU true/false quiz. To develop students' knowledge and
understanding of:

What the EU is
How and why it was formed
The UK's journey to joining the EU
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The questions/answers are:

1. The UK was one of the first countries to 
join the EU.

False
The founding members of the EU were France, 
Germany, Belgium, Italy, Luxembourg and 
the Netherlands.

2. The UK joined the EEC (the former name for 
the EU) in 1973. 

True
The UK finally became a member of the EEC in 1973, 
12 years after its first application to join.  

3. The European Coal and Steel Community was set 
up to make sure that all European countries had 
the same amounts of coal and steel. 

False
The ECSC (European Coal and Steel Community) was 
set up by France and Germany to help create lasting 
peace in Europe. They handed over control of two 
important industries within their own countries to 
encourage political and economic cooperation. 

4. European citizens can work or claim 
unemployment benefit in any country in the EU.

True
“Freedom of movement” is one of the rights of 
European citizens; this means that people are now free 
to move around Europe to work.  Member states 
however are allowed to insist that some jobs are done 
by its nationals e.g. police or armed forces.

5. The EU has 15 member states.

False
Currently there are getting on for 30 member states and
several candidate countries (countries whose application
to become a member has been accepted, subject to it 
meeting conditions relating to its economic, political and
human rights situation).
12 new members have joined since 2004.
Can you list them?

6.  The European flag is blue with stars on. The 
number of stars is the same as the number of 
member states of the EU.

False
The number of stars on the flag is fixed at 12 and is not
related to the number of member states of the EU.

7. Everyone in the UK agreed that it was a good 
thing for the UK to join the EEC.

False
Some people thought it would be a good thing for the 
UK and some didn't. That is still the case today.  
Can you think of arguments to support these 
different opinions?

8. European citizens can get free or cheap health care
in all member states. 

True
If you fall ill or have an accident when you are on 
holiday in the EU you can get free or reduced cost 
health care. However to get this you need to have a 
European Health Insurance Card. This is free.

9.  The Euro is not the currency in all EU countries.

True
The euro was introduced in 2002 in 12 countries with 
more, but not all, EU countries joining later. The UK 
government decided not to join because it did not 
think that it would benefit the UK.    

10. The term “Single market” means that all members 
of the EU must allow towns and cities to have 
market places. 

False
The Single market means that the EU operates like it is 
one market. Goods, services, people and money can 
move freely between member states without having to 
go through complicated or expensive processes. Can 
you think how you might benefit from this?
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